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CLARIN ERIC in 3 bullets

• Infrastructure … that provides easy and sustainable access for 
scholars in the humanities and social sciences and beyond

• to digital language data (in written, spoken, video or multimodal 
form)

• and advanced tools to discover, explore, exploit, annotate, analyse
or combine them, wherever they are located
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Some roles of language …
… and the corresponding audiences

• Carrier of cultural content: cultural heritage
• Record of the past: archaeology, history
• Main communication instrument within and across societies: sociology, anthropology
• Preserving and disseminating  our knowledge: all disciplines
• Instrument to formulate rules for society: law, theology
• Carrier of information: media studies, journalism
• Means of human expression: literary studies, art, psychology
• Focus of cognitive processes: brain studies, psychology, neurology
• Component of national or cultural identity:  political sciences, social sciences
• Object of study: linguistics, language learning
• Object of computer processing: language and speech technology
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• documentation
– discover
– reuse
– replicate

• interoperability
– combine
– compare
– innovate



Parliamentary records

• great potential for reuse and re-purposing within many fields of study
SSH and beyond:

- is suited for both close reading and distance reading 
- Humanities: history, language change, discourse analysis …
- Social sciences: social and cultural dynamics, political sciences, economics ...

• considered a rich data type
- apart from linguistic content, rich in metadata

(speaker, party affiliation, age, sex, education, origin, duration of speech)
- apart from linguistic content, rich in extralinguistic clues

(interruptions, voting results)

• but also
- often presenting itself as messy or noisy data 
- calling for links with data in other modalities than text and speech
- created under specific circumstances that need to be well understood before strong 

conclusions can be drawn
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ParlaMint
https://www.clarin.eu/content/parlamint

• Motivation: Parliamentary	data	directly	reflects	the	most	recent	
events	with	a	global	impact	on	human	health,	social	life and	
economics	such	as	the	current	COVID-19	pandemic.

• Goal:	Provide	policy	making	resources	and	tools	for	focused	
observations	on	trends,	opinions,	decisions	on	lockdowns and	
restrictive	measures as	well	as	on	the	consequences with	respect	
to: health,	medical	care	systems,	employment,	etc.	during	
pandemic	times.

• Scope: Coverage:	16	languages,	20+	million	words	each



ParlaMint workflow
1. Getting the parliamentary data and metadata
2. Converting them into the Parla-CLARIN schema
3. Validation (formal and qualitative)
4. Linguistic annotation with syntactic structures of Universal Dependencies 

and Named Entities
5. Making the corpora available through concordancers and Parlameter
6. On-going: Adding more parliaments
7. On-going: Building use cases in Political Science and Digital Humanities 

based on the corpus data



Male vs. Female Key Lemmas



COVID Period Key Lemmas in ParlaMint-SI 1.0



Beyond language
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Beyond research
https://parlameter.si/



Thank you!

Questions & comments:
https://www.clarin.eu
darja.fiser@ff.uni-ljsi 


